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the Assembly no reason to say that they had not been warned
of the danger of their proceedings. From the nature of his
studies Koch was not an interesting speaker; and though his
pupils acknowledged how much they owed him, they were
apt to consider themselves far wiser than their teacher.

On January 14 Gensonn6, in the name of the committee,
moved that the Assembly should request the king to demand
from the emperor an explanation of his conduct. Koch pointed
out that what the emperor had done was not done from any
hostility to France, but from his duty as head of the empire,
He had, in fact, informed the elector of Treves that, if he was
attacked by France, he could count on the support of the
empire. This behaviour greatly incensed the Girondins, who,
though they hoped for the easy conquest of the Ehenish
States, felt some hesitation in engaging at once in a war with
Prussia and Austria. Narbonne, too, was afraid to have all
Europe against him, and persuaded the king to send S<%ur,
who held the highest reputation as a diplomatist in France,
to try to detach the King of Prussia from his alliance with the
emperor. Gensonnd's motion was followed by one proposed
by Guadet, that whoever directly or indirectly proposed to
alter the Constitution or to listen to any mediation on behalf of
the emigres should be guilty of cc lese-nation." On January 25
Brissot moved that the king should be invited to state formally
to the emperor that, if he did not promise to renounce his
attempts against the sovereignty, independence, and unity of
the French nation before March 1, his silence would be con-
sidered as a declaration of war. In vain did Professor Koch
argue that such a declaration was utterly inconsistent with
the known principles of international law, or with the rights
possessed by the government of any nation; in vain did he
say that to insult the emperor was not the best way to secure
a strong position for France abroad. Though he was supported
with great ability by Mathieu Dumas and Jacques Beugnot, a
young Feuillant, who, after failing to be elected to the Con-
stituent Assembly, had been returned for the Aube to the
Legislative, the eloquence of Vergniaud and of H^rault da
S^chelles secured the adoption of Brissot's motion.